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The Female heroes - George Bernard Shaw’s Joan of Arc,
George Eliot’s Dorothea, Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, Joan Didion’s

Maria, Henry James’s Isabel and Henrick Ibsen’s Nora, to name a few
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are warriors, existentialists, and iconoclasts. The study of their heroic actions
will be a valuable contribution to literary theory, to the knowledge
of sex role pattern, and to the understanding of the psychological and
spiritual life journeys of women in western and world wide society.
(Pearson & Pope, 1981, p.315)
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11 The heroine herself tries to be both just and generous, but her
intentions are often balked by her own ignorance or defects, and
by the nature of her world. She desires above all the love of a
man who is her equal, but such love is very hard to come by !

(McSweeney, 1984, p.99)
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It was thought that with George Eliot the Novel - with -
a - Purpose had really come to be an adequate instrument for the
regeneration of humanity.

(McSweeney, 1984, p.137)
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